
STAAR Alternate 2 
Training

for 2020–2021October 21, 2020



Agenda
• TEA Direction:  Definition, Evidence Needed, Participation Requirements
• Key Dates 2020-2021
• News, Notices, & Updates 
• FAQs
• ESSA 1% Waiver 2019 & 2020
• Technical Assistance & Reports, TEA Division of Review & Support
• SA2 Resources for Instructional Planning to Assessment
• Coming Soon!  SA2 Training Supplement, Late Breaking SA2 Updates
• Contact Information



This is our TEA definition!







 STAAR Alternate 2 
Participation Requirements  
document

 STAAR Alternate 2 
Participation Requirements  
Companion Document

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2018_STAAR-Alt2_Part_Req_FORWEB.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2018-19%20COMPANION%20DOCUMENT%20TO%20PART%20REQ%20TAGGED%20.pdf


Nov 30 – Dec 31 March 8 – May 7 March 15 – 26 March 29 – May 7 May 14

Assessment 
Window Extended 

to 6 weeks









































STAAR Alternate 2 Resources

Resource Purpose Audience
STAAR Alternate 2 Test 
Administrator Manual

– ONLINE ONLY –

Provides an overview of the STAAR Alternate 2 
program and provides guidance regarding the 
entire administration of the assessment 
including scoring instructions.

Administrators
Coordinators
Teachers

STAAR Alternate 2 
Educator Guide

Provides in-depth guidance regarding 
presentation of test stimulus, communicating 
the directions, and administering 
accommodations.

Administrators
Coordinators
Teachers

STAAR Alternate 2 
Curriculum Frameworks

The STAAR Alternate 2 Curriculum Framework 
documents list the reporting categories, and 
TEKS for each grade/subject and EOC tested.  
The Curriculum Framework documents the 
access points in the TEKS that students are 
tested on.

Administrators
Coordinators
Teachers

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/191661824/Test%2BAdministration%2BManuals
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-teks-curriculum-framework-documents


More STAAR Alternate 2 Resources
Resource Purpose Audience

STAAR Alternate 2 
Instructional Terms

The STAAR Alternate 2 Instructional Terms lists academic 
vocabulary that has been used globally in the alternate 
assessment.  Lists are organized by subject and guide 
educators to know the type of academic language that has 
been and will be used on tests.

Coordinators
Teachers

STAAR Alternate 2 
Essence Statements

The STAAR Alternate 2 Essence Statements are summary 
statements of the grade level TEKS and prerequisite skills.  
Essence Statements specific to the appropriate year’s 
assessment are posted annually in November.

Coordinators
Teachers

STAAR Alternate 2 
Released Tests

The STAAR Alternate 2 Released Tests are comprised of 
test items that have been previously administered.  
Released Tests include a Teacher Test Booklet and Student 
Booklet for each grade and subject tested.  Correct 
answers are indicated by a red asterisk in the Teacher Test 
Booklet.

Administrators
Coordinators
Teachers

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-instructional-terms-lists
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-essence-statements
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-released-tests


Resource Purpose Audience
STAAR Alternate 2 
Resources Page

The STAAR Alternate 2 Resources Page includes 
statewide resources for serving students with 
complex needs.  Documents accessible from the 
Page support teachers in writing goals and 
objectives, planning instruction, accessing grade 
level TEKS through prerequisite skills, and more.

Teachers

Texas Complex Access 
Network (TxCAN)

TxCAN is the statewide special education network 
dedicated to supporting those who serve students 
with significant cognitive disabilities.  On the TxCAN 
website, find checklists, forms, rubrics, instructional 
guides, resources for teachers and parents, and 
training videos.

Administrators
Teachers

More STAAR Alternate 2 Resources

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/staar-alternate/staar-alternate-2-resources
https://txcan.tea.texas.gov/


COMING SOON!

Does NOT take the place of annual Testing Coordinator Training.



STAAR Alternate 2 Late-Breaking Updates
• Recent Updates from TEA for the SY 2020-2021 STAAR Alt 2 administration.

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 Session ID:  765042
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM Location:  Zoom

Register for this session at  
https://txr17.escworks.net/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=765042

Join the Zoom on Feb 23 at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95367765793?pwd=TFZPSlljbFFUbGZPV0RhYmRPY1BaZz09

Next SA2 Training at Region 17

https://txr17.escworks.net/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=765042
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95367765793?pwd=TFZPSlljbFFUbGZPV0RhYmRPY1BaZz09


Contact Information

Region 17 ESC
STAAR Alternate 2 Consultant
Deanne Goen
deannegoen@esc17.net
806-281-5712

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
• DCCR Contact Information 
• Student Assessment Help Desk   

mailto:deannegoen@esc17.net
https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/191760240/Contact+Information
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/hc/en-us
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/hc/en-us
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